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Wednesday, 2Wi J aniidry, 1824." ' - 
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iN .nsing for the purpose of oufie more presenting, to ..my frieiids 
and ^fellow- citizens a series of Resolutions on the subject of 
Colonial Slavery, \ must consider that I have some claim on the 
sympathy of the present meeting, for I^ohie forward under a 
deep sense both of tlie importance of Our object aiid of th^ diffi- 
culty jand; delicacy which attend it in various points of view.- 1 
may corifess, that two or tlp-ee months since. I was,, a^i^omc; of 
my friends well know, numbered amongst the fearful and faint- 
hearted in reference to this object, and the visit of our . friend 
ClarliSon was the means of re-animating my zeal, and of lead- 
ing me to take a fresh siirvey of the principles on which the 
abolitionists are proceeding, i and of the facts by which these 
iprinciples are supported, This survey has co,;mpletely> xjon- 
vinced nie that wc are treading on sound and solid ground, an4 
that if we persevere in our course, not only wijbh moderation, 
but with firmness, our ultimate success is inevitable. I may 
now proceed to lay before you a few resolutions j [fe 
^a^e.] iri .doing which, I beg it to bie understood that I am>a(it- 
ipg only as the org?|u ^of a ; has for ,a> s^i^rt 

time been.esJtabUshedjin Npr over which our W9j:thy 

Chairman Jias been kind enoudi to preside. In. reading these 
resbrutibns, I shall take'theliberty to explain the reasons which 
^^^'"O^'i^Vi^k^Xi^ KA theit ^roprifety. ' The first resolution 
is intended to Express our cordial satisfaction in the rcsolutiohs 
|ig^*ee(^: to/by the Hpusie ^^f^ C;omm9nsi 4uripg jts.; last sessions, 
on the subject of Colonial Slavery. Jr tliose resoluti,^ 
House declared, — ist. That it is expedient to adopt effectual 
and decisive measures for WcliiiratTjtig the eoiidition of the slaves 
in the British Colonies. Such a declaration cannot fail to meet 
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the lieavlv appvubiitioii of the frioiids of tlie cause, since it 
])iai!ily rccoguisi's the fact, that the eoiiditiim of the slaves is at 
present dcfcetive, and in need of amelioratiou 3 and since it 
pledges the House to the adoption of measures which should 
not be Hveak and merely nominal in their operation^, but effectual 
and decisive. In the second resolution of the House of Com- 
mons, the ultimate object proposed is, .that the negroes should 
participate in those civil rights and privileges which are en- 
joyed by other classes of the subjects of these realms 5 terms 
which plainly express nothing short of actual emancipation ; and 
tlie House looks forward to the attainment of this object by the 
temperate and judicious enforcement of preparatory measures. 
Here is a perfect coincidence with the sentiments of the aboli- 
tionists 5 for while the complete emancipation of the slaves is 
undoubtedly our hnai object, we have never entertained the 
opinion that this could be accomplished immediately, but on the 
contrary, have always insisted on the necessity of such prepa- 
ratory measures as might gradually introduce the negro to a 
condition adapted to the reception of his freedom. With this 
part of the resolutions of the House of Commons, therefore, it 
is our duty to express a cordial concurrence 1 and it cannot fail 
to be a source of much satisfaction that the House goes on to 
pledge itself to accomplish the great purpose in view at tlie 
earliest period that may be compatible with the welfare of the 
slaves, the safety of the colonies, and the fair interests of nW 
tlie parties concerned. This declaration goes to the full extent 
of our wishes, and it gives me the opportunity of observing, 
that it never has been the intention of the abolitionists to neg- 
lect the fair interests of any of the parties, or to shrink from 
the consideration of such a compensation to the planters as can 
justly be claimed under the circumstances of trhe case. In up- 
holding this view, we have the example of the Columbian Go- 
vernment, who have imposed a tax upon the whole community 
for the gradual redemption of the slaves, at a fair remunerating 
price. I adduce this example, not for the purpose of recom- 
mending this particular plan, but only to exemplify the general 
principle. Before I leave the consideration of my first resolu- 
tion, 1 would just say, that a further ground of satisfaction is 
afforded by the unanimity with which the resolutions of the 
House of Commons were agreed to^ not excepting those mem- 



bers who were inimcdiatclv connected with tlic WvM IirUus, 
u!ul wlio have llius pledged themselves to a co-operation willi 
us in the prosecution of tliis interesting work. 

My second resolution is intended to express tlie satisfaction 
wiiich we feel in the important fact^ that the institution and 
arrangement of the measures, of which the gradual abolition of 
slavery is to be the object, has been undertaken by the execu- 
tive administration of the country : and I sincerely hope, that 
with whatsoever party any of us may be connected, and what- 
soever may be our particular political sentiments, we shall be 
unanimous in passing this resolution. That ministers should 
have undertaken the prosecution of this object, is very satisfac- 
tory for obvious reasons. For in the first place, they are pos- 
sessed of far more power to conduct it successfully than any 
other persons in the kingdom. Secondly, the sitiititions which 
they hold give them an opportunity of obtaining a more accu- 
rate knowledge of the circumstances of the case than could be 
enjoyed by others, as ail the secrets of tlie colonies are con- 
^itantly laid open to their inspection. I am fully persuaded, 
moreover, that the sincerity of ministers, in reference to the 
present ciuestion, cannot, without any reason, be doubted. The 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in the course of the de- 
bate, did not hesitate so to pledge himself to this cause, that, 
standing as he does in a conspicuous station, in the midst of 
this great and free country, it would be utterly impossible for 
him now to withdraw himself from it. This pledge ^vas fol- 
lowed up by the communications of Earl Bathurst to the Go- 
vernors of the respective colonies, which, though mild and 
moderate, were at the same time firm and decided, and one of 
which I will now take the liberty of reading to the meeting. 
You will observe the decided tone in which Lord Bathurst her(j 
insists upon the immediate and total disuse of the" punishment 
of flogging, as it relates to women, and in which he recom- 
mends^ that with regard to men the whip should no longer be 
employed as the stimulus to labour ; and you will, I am sure, 
agree with me in approving the wisdom of his thus making a 
distinction in the treatment of the two sexes the foundation of 
his system for ameliorating the condition of the slaves ; for no 
society can ever rise from a state of barbarism while this dis- 
tinction continues to be disregarded. 
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The rcsoluriun, to v\hjcli- 1 vvoulu now ca.U your atteii- 
ti«>n, expresses, thut under all the cireiimsturiceH of the present 
(jiiestion, it is pecsiliarly desirable that the people slioiild con- 
tirnic to declare their sentiments by petitions to Parliament, in 
order to strencjthen the hands of Government in the efforts 
which they are making for the benefit of the slaves. That such 
a resolution is perfectly constitutioFial will be immediately 
allowed : for nothing can be more obviously consistent with 
British principles,, than that the people should address their pe- 
titions to the legislature;, in order to assist the executive ad- 
ministration in the prosecution of an object which has their own 
full concurrence. But the point to which J particularly wish 
to direct your attention, as a ground for the present resolution, 
is that of the difiiculties which have been thrown in our way. 
Were the abolition of slavery a perfectly easy matter ; w^ere 
there no opposition to encounter, and no difficulty to surmount, 
it would be wholly unnecessary for the people to repeat their 
petitions, in such case their could be no question but that 
Government would effect the object in view without any im- 
necessary delay. But what is the real state of the question } 
How has Lord Bathurst's comnumication to the colonies been 
received ? In several of the Islands it has been met by a de- 
termined and even furious r-ontradiction. By the legislature of 
Jamaica a series of resolutions have been drawn up in opposi- 
tion to this Minister's recommendations, which, were it not 
almost too ridiculous to imagine, might even be construed as 
expressing an intention of rebellion against the mother country, 
'!\)vvards the adnihustration of that country, this legislature has 
certninly displayed no peculiar affection x for they have actually 
appointed a committee for the purpose of drawing uj) a petition 
to the King, that he may be pleased to remove Lord Bathurst 
from his councils for ever. Among the senators of the colonial 
legislatures, one gentleman in Barbadoes is pleased to meet the 
injunctions of our Colonial Secretary respecting the flogging of 
women, not only with violent opposition, but with vulgar jokes 
on tlie gallantry of Englishmen. Such raillery, on a subject of 
so delicate and affecting a nature, does, I confess, appear to me 
to be utterly abominable- In the Island of Trinidad, a large 
public meeting of the planters has been instigated, by Earl 
Bathurst's communications, to pass a scries of resolutions^, in 



which tlicy declare tliul the iloiigin.i?; of woinrr.;, iis w ell ;ib of 
men, is iii(iispeiisi!)ly nc^eiisary to the <^ood order of the colo- 
nics 3 that it is quite a mistake to suppose that the lioidin;; of 
►Sunday-markets is any profanation of the sabbath and that 
nothing more is needed witii respect to the evidence of slaves^ 
since that evidence is already received, when it ts corroborated 
hy tivo white men. The vengeance of tlie West Indies has even 
been wreaked on the ministers of religion, and the gentlemen of 
Barbadoes have united their forces in demolishing the meeting- 
house of a Mctliodist missionary, and in forcing him to fly from 
tlie island for his iife^ on account of his supposed connections 
w\t\\ the vUlahious Africtm Institution. And when a procla- 
mation was issued by the Governor of tlie island, offering a re- 
ward on the conviction of the offenders, it was received hv these 
gentlemen ricters with nothing but insult and mockery. 

Suck is the nature of the oppositions which renders it de- 
sirable for us to strengthen this hands of Governiiaent by our 
petitions to Parliament. And now permit me to make a short 
digression, that I may consider the subject of Insurrection. 
There is nothing which has so much alarmed the public mind, in 
I'eference to the present question, as the vehement declaration 
of some of the Colonial Legislatures, that the benevolent pro- 
ceedings of our Government could not fail to be productive of 
the most formidable insurrections amongst the slaves, that the 
planters would be the martyrs to our lieedless philanthropy, and 
that all the Islands would unquestionably overflow with blood. 
On these declarations I would observe, tliat the Colonial Legis- 
latures would, in my opinion, hardly be so foolish as to promul- 
gate such inflammatory sentiments, did they really apprehend 
that there was a danger of insurrection. And, indeed, these 
gentlemen are prone to contradict themselves on the subject, 
for I find from the Courier of yesterday, that one of the mem- 
bers of the legislative assembly of Jamaica, about six weeks 
since, moved a message to the Governor, that the Mouse, on 
examining the slave law, had found it complete in all its parts, 
and that it was undesirable to take any further measure, at 
present, to meliorate the condition of the slaves, since, in con- 
sequence of the discussion in Parliament, it jniglit tend \o 
unsettle their minds, ^vliieh are now (viz, 5ix montii>s aftor the 
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arrival in Jainjiica of the first, intelligence of that discusHionj 
Dc^' feet I II nu'ict and contenicd. 

But t!)is is the question on which it will be suitable to adverfe 
to some very plain moral principles. Is it kindnsi5S ? is it bc~ 
Tievoleuce ! Is it the liope of future relief from hardship, whicli 
induces a man to rise up in anger against liis neighbours r €er- 
tainly not : for these thins^s have no other tendency, even m 
the most uncultivated minds, than to pacify and to please. It is 
the continuance of oppression, the despair of any amelioration 
in the condition of the oppressed, which produces a disposition 
to rise in al-ms against the oppressor. Let me suppose for aii 
instant, that I was myself a slave in the West Indies, and sub- 
ject to the many hardships which accompany such condition. 
Were I told that the hand of benevolence was to be extended 
towards mc, that throuirh the kind interference of the British 
Parliament my sufferings would be gradually mitigated, and in 
the end entirely removed, the effect on my mind of such infor- 
mation would, I think, undoubtedly be this, that I should be 
the more willing to bear my sufferings for a time, because of 
the Inight hope of a future deliverance. But were I at the 
same time informed, that the benevolent instructions of Parlia- 
ment had been violently opposed by the Colonial Legislature^ 
to which I was immediately subject — were I told that a Com- 
mittee of that. Legislature had been appointed to draw up a 
petition to the King, for the removal from his councils of that 
minister who was to conduct those schemes of mercy in my 
favour— that public jneetings of the planters had been passing 
resohitious, insisting on the continuance of the cruel punish- 
mcnt of the whip, as applied both to men and women, as well 
as of that unjust provision which prevents my evidence from 
being received in a court of justice—did the intelligence more- 
over reach me, that the meeting-house which I had been accus- 
tomed to attend was levelled with the ground, and the minister, 
from whom I received instruction, banished from the island, so 
that I was now to be deprived of the only consolations which 
my hard lot had admitted j I mean, the consolations of reli- 
gion : under such circumstances, I say, however it might still 
be my Christian duty to suffer, rather than rebel, yet I must 
confess, that the incitements to rebellion with which I should then 
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be suiTouiidcd, would appear to be overpowering, aiul iicarly ir- 
resistible. Now what do you think of the faiinesis displayed by 
these gentlemeti, wheii tiiey tuni round ijpon us and say, ilw 
fault is yours ; our blood is upon your heads r tJudoubtedly it 
must be confessed that our proceedings form one link in the 
chain j for we know that all our actions are a connected part 
of that vast series of events which will terminate in the glory 
of God^ and in the v/elfarc of those that fear him. But such an 
admission can in no degree justify the notion, that we are re- 
sponsible for the evil consequences apprehended by the planters. 
Let us suppose, in order to familiarize our argument, that a 
tradesman exposes his silks and his muslins at the window of 
his shop, and that the thief is thereby tempted to break in and 
stealj and is in consequence brought to the gallows. Now 
should the thief turn round upon the tradesman and say> — you 
are the cause of my suffering y if you had not held out the 
temptation^ I should not have committed the crime ^ my blood 
is upon your head : —would it not, in such a case, be comjpetont 
to the tradesman to reply. No, my friend, the cause of your 
suffering is not my right, but your wrong } If then the bene- 
volent instructions of the British Government are so abused by 
the planters, as that they thereby expose themselves to per- 
sonal danger and distress, however they may be inclined to 
ascribe their sufferings to our philanthropy, we may with the 
utmost justice reply, that they are to be attributed not to our 
right, but to their tvrong, 

I must now advert more particularly to the only insurrection 
which has of late actually taken place in our colonies, the in- 
surrection at Demerara. I consider it as one instance of un- 
fairness in an article which has lately appeared in the Quarterly 
Review, that this insurrection is there attributed, without any 
reserve or hesitation, to the late discussion in Parliament : and 
a similar unfairiicss has been evinced by many other persons 
who have endeavoured to impede the course of our proceedings . 
— Since the facts of the case are at present not fully known, 
and since they will soon come under the consideration of Par- 
liament, it w^ould be improper by any decisive assertion to pre- 
judge the question. In the mean time, however, it is certain 
that the connection of the Demerara insurrection with that dis- 
cussion has not been proved, and in my opinioii, it is vci'v far 
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fioiii pio!)aijk;. fJcriUeiiKMi pcrliaps arc hardly aware that this 
insurrection, whicli has hccii represented by the colonisits as so 
formidaMc, and whicn niust have arisen;, if wc arc to believe 
their statements, out of deep and long-laid plots, broke out 
Avithin three or four weeks of the first arrival of any intelH- 
g(Micc of the colony of wliat had taken place at England, It is 
also to be observed that the greater part of the slave population 
in that colony speak no other language than Dutch, and were 
therefore in all probability wholly unacfpiainted with these 
fearful contants of the English newspapers. 1 happen however 
to be acquainted with a few circumstances relative to Demerara, 
which throw no little light upon the present subject. I have 
lately seen a communication from a gentleman of the highest 
respectability, resident on the spot, in which some account is 
given of certain individuals who are accused of having been ac- 
tive in the insurrection. One of these was a young black, by 
name Jack, who is described as a person of no common intel- 
lect, and of a very ardent and afiectionate temperament. Jack 
connected himself witli a young woman, as his wife, who was 
the object of his warmest affections, and witii whom he lived for 
a tirne in real domestic happiness. But you know that the mar- 
riage of slaves has no legal sanction^ The young woman be- 
came the object of the wicked and unruly desires of the over- 
seer of the plantation on which Jack resided. She was torn 
from the bosom of her husband, and forced to become the mis- 
tress of the overseer. Thus was the domestic felicity of poor 
Jack destroyed for ever j and he left with a thorn rankling in 
his bosom, to which there can be no paralld, in a state of misery, 
disaffection and despair. Now surely it is a perversion of reason, 
utterly at variance with all moral philosophy, and which even 
the most childish system of ethics ever invented would rise up 
and condemn, to attribute the insurrectionary movements of 
this unhappy negro to the abstract benevolence of a distant Par- 
liament, rather than to the actual and enormous inlquicyoi which 
he was himself the helpless and unoffending victim : and against 
wiiich, be it observed, the boasted laws of our colonies aiSbrded 
hiiu no protection or remedy whatsoever. One observation only 
\ iiave now to add on the subject of insurrections. As our 
iViciu] Clarkson reminded us a feu nights since, we ought ever 
io fiisiingnish hrlwccn the nvrasio)} ajid the cause of events.— 
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Mow whatsoever may have been the occasioTi of the insurrec- 
lious which have at various times taken place in the West Indies, 
the cause of them is 'unquestionably to be foiind iu slavery, and 
in slavery alone. Nor shall we ever get rid of a liability lo 
these frighifnl disasters, until we are delivered from that un- 
righteous system out of which they arise. 

To return to the resolution, I hope it is now sufficiently clear 
that the obstructions to the progress of our cause render it ne- 
cessary for us to strengthen the hands of Government by our 
petitions to Parliament. But were these obstructions abso- 
lutely insurmountable,— were the opposition of the West Indians 
such as it was imposslhle to overcome,— -were there no hope of 
scaling the mountain before us, we should sink into flat despair, 
and soon arrive at the conclusion that all our petitions would 
be useless. It is therefore with peculiar pleasure that I turn 
to another branch of the subject, and proceed to shew, that 
these improvements, which by the Legislature of Jamaica are 
declared to be undesirable and almost impossible, are by the 
Legislatures of some others of the Islands cordially approved, 
and in part already acted on. At Tobago, an Act was passed 
during the last year, which establishes courts of judicature for 
the trial of sJ^ives, and gives them the benefit of trial by jury 
which admits the evidence of slavey against white persoiis, ap- 
points guardians to take cognizance of their complaints, directs 
persons committed as slaves to be discharged as free, unless an 
owner proves his title to them within six weeks, secures to 
slaves the possession and inheritance of their property, abolishes 
the Sunday market, and grants them one day in every week for 
the cultivation of their provision grounds, except during four 
months in the year. At Grenada, in consequence of the com- 
munication of Lord Bathurst, a Committee of the Legislature 
was appointed to draw up regulations, in order to secure for the 
slave a sufficient time to work in his ground, a specific allow- 
ance of food and clothing, and the right of enjoying and be- 
queathing personal property : to limit and record all punis!;- 
ments : to admit in certain cases the competency of slave- 
evideuce : to discontinue public markets on the Lord's-day j and 
to devise some effectual mode for ensuring to the negroes moral 
and religious instruction. At Nevis, we find the two branches 
(5f the Legislature declaring that they can sec no possible objcc- 
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gion to a slave purchasing his own freedom, subject to regula- 
felons, and resolving positively that the cart-whip shall be 
abolished entirely as an instrument of driving j that as far as 
practicable the slaves shall become adscrtpti glebee, and should 
not be separated from the soil ; that measures should be takem 
towards the admission of slave evidence under certain regula- 
tions, and that the punishment of females by cart-w^hipping and 
the exposure of the persouy should be discontinued. At St. 
Christopher's, the King's Council has entered into some similar 
resolutions. " These>" say they, " are framed with a view of 
improving the physical and moral condition of the slave^ so sis 
eventually to qualify him for a state of freedom, to which of^ect 
this Board will earnestly contribute, upon such previsions being 
made for the protection of the person and property of the pro- 
prietors of slaves in this island, as may be expected from the 
wisdom and justice of the British Parliament and Irom t^e be- 
nevolent solicitude of our Sovereign c'* 

Now while the intelligence received from these Islands of the 
intentions and acts of their legislatures afford us a solid encou- 
ragement to believe that the good and great work is really going 
forward, that intelligence is the more important, because (witii 
every allowance for the different circumstances of different parts 
of the West Indies) it must be considered on the whole, as 
offering to the fiery resolutions passed in Jamaica and some other 
colonies, a flat, decided, and most satisfactory contradiction. 

We learn from the declarations made by these more pliable 
islanders, that the work of amelioration and emancipation may 
go forward not only with advantage to the slave, but with sstfety 
to the planter. And here, without going at large into the sub- 
ject, I would earnestly recommend to your attention a pamphlet 
lately published by Thomas Clarkson, Entitled, Thoughts on 
the necessity of improving the condition of the slaves, with a 
view to their ultimate emancipation." That pamphlet contains 
a description of several instances of the emancipation of slaves 
in large bodies : and in every one of those instances the act of 
mercy, under the influence of wise and salutary regulations, wa^ 
found to be perfectly consistent with the safety and advantage 
of all the parties concerned. !n the case of Sfe. Domingo, more 
particularly, which wc have been accustomed to regard as so full 
of horror, it appears that 500,000 negroes were emancipated by 
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tlic agents (yf the Revolutionary Government of Franco^ in the 
year 1793, (being for a certain period attached to the soil, in 
the first instance) and this vast popttiatioii of slaves coritiiiued 
to work on the estates of their masters iti aii orderlv and in- 
dustrious manner, until, in the year 1802, the whole island was 
thrown into a state of horrible confusion by the iniqiiitoiss at- 
tempt of Buonaparte^ under the fatal influence of the planters, 
to reduce them by force to their pristine state of slavery. 

But before I finally oifer my resolution for a petition, I must 
take the liberty of adverting to those general principles and facts 
on which our whole proceedings are grounded. That these 
proceedings should be marked by moderation is indeed -earnestly 
to be desired. It is our decided wish tliat the measures of Go- 
vernnient, in the pursuit of our object, should be prudent and 
temperate j and we are very far indeed from supposing, that 
there may not be many of the West Indian planters who treat 
their slaves with real benevolence. It is, I am sure, most agree- 
able to believe, that this may be the case with the great majo- 
rity of their body. But while moderation and charity are thus 
exercised. It would be improper and absurd to shut our eyes 
<jither to principles or to facts. Now i suppose, that all present 
will agree with me in the position, that a condition of society 
in. which one large portion of the population is the absolute 
property of another, mus6 have a tendency to corrupt, degrade, 
and harden the heart. The Quarterly Reviewers, who have 
treated the sufferings of our West Indian slaved with so light 
and faint a touch, have, in the very same number, presented to 
their readers a powerful description of the abominable cruelties 
practised on the slaves in some of the s'iates of North America. 
Now I will not undertake f o calculate what allowance ought to 
be made for any supposed difference of character, between the 
American and the Englishman, but of this I am fully assured, 
that man in his natural state, and until he is mended by some- 
thing better than himself, is far too prone to evil, to be safely 
entrusted with unlimited power over his fellow-creatures. And 
now, with regard to facts the Quarterly Reviewer finds much 
fault with the assertion of that great and good man, William 
Wilberforce, an assertion which, in my opinioji^ does him real 
< redit, that a proposition which has of late been bandied about 
in almost every part of the kingdom, viz. that the condition of 
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the West Indian slavfc is fully equal to tliat of the free peasantry 
of this country, is monstrous in itself, and implies a total in- 
sensibility to the iiative feelings and niorai digriity of jiian." 
Now^ certainly^ in persons who are unacquaiBted with the sub- 
ject, this proposition may imply little more than total igno- 
rance J but in those who know what Colonial slavery is^ and 
are acquainted with all its effects, it does appear to imply such 
an insensibility. Let us briefly run through the comparison 
between the two parties. I apprehend that the views of the 
persons who are so much attached to this proposition are 
limited to the mere physical condition of the degraded slaves. 
The slaves, it is said, are clothed, fed, and housed ; and we 
grant that a certain provision of clothing, such as that warm 
climate requires, is directed by the Colonial law to be given to 
them -J that they have a small allowance of salt fish, and have 
provision grounds, which they are permitted to cultivate on the 
sabbath-day. In these two points I conceive that the compa- 
rison is still to the advantage of the British peasant. The same 
may certainly be said with reference to habitation, as the 
huts of the negroes are greatly inferior to the English cottages. 
And with regard to labour, our peasantry would, I presume^ be 
very unwilling to exchange their condition for that of those un- 
fortunate bondmen, who not only work like themselves for nine 
or ten hours during the day, but who for several months in the 
year are compelled to continue their drudgery during half of 
every night, or the whole of every other night. But let it be 
conceded for a moments that in point of clothing, food, housing, 
and labour, the condition of the West Indian slave and that of 
the free British peasant are equal 5 there are still a few other 
particulars of no very inferior moment, in wjiich a strange dif- 
ference will be found between the two parties in the compa- 
rison ! In the first place, the British peasant settles when he 
pleases in married life, as easily as any other person, and hence- 
forward no man may interfere with his domestic comforts. 
The West Indian slave, who takes a woman for his companion, 
is for the most part not married at all. And here I would ob- 
serve, in passing, that the vaunted marriages of slaves asserted 
by ^'thc Voice from Jamaica," to have taken place during the 
last year in that island, are believed, by persons very well ac- 
quainted with the subject, to have been effected in consequence 
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the discussions in England, and even in the eourse of a very few 
Incurs. But be the slave married in form or not^ his connubial 
coimection is totally unprotected by law : and the caDrice of his 
master, or the sale by auction of the property of which he forms 
a part^ may, at my time, tear his wife from his bosom^ and 
separate his helpless children from their parents. The negro 
works linder the stimulus of the lash^ and tlie laws of our colo- 
nies bestow upon his master or overseer a full authority for in- 
flicting on him^ his wife, or his daughter^, thirty-nine lashes for 
any fault or misbehaviour^ real or imaginary. Now I do not 
know what one of our free peasants would say to such an assault 
and battery, but I rather apprehend that he would be found to 
rise up in his own defence^ and that in no very inefficacious way. 
Be that as it may, however, the law is always open to him, just as 
open, I am happy to say, as it is to our worthy Chairman him- 
self, or to the King upon his throne. But how is it with the 
miserable slave ? If his master even exceeded the prescribed 
number of his lashes— if he multiply the tens into hundreds— if 
he absolutely murder him in cold blood, and if there be present 
ten thousand witnesses, yet, if all those witnesses be slaves 
like himself, the laws of the colonies aflford no effective redress 
or satisfaction whatsoever, and the offender may even enjoy an 
ahsohite impunity. But it is not only as it relates to the evi- 
dence of slaves that the laws of our colonies are of unequal 
application. During the last year a case of great notoriety 
occurred in Jamaica, of a capital crime repeatedly committed, 
under circumstances of the most monstrous atrocity, on the 
person of a child only nine years old. It happened that a free 
person witnessed the transaction. The offender was prosecuted 
and convicted on the clearest evidence. An arrest of judgment 
was moved by his counsel, on the ground that the sufferer was a 
slave. So overpowered were the feelings of the Judges by the 
atrocity of the case, that they over-ruled the objection, and con- 
demned the criminal to death. But on a cool survey of the case, 
after the trial was over, the Chief Justice of the Island was 
obliged to acknowledge his own opinion, (tliough I believe the 
case to be still undecided) that the sentence could not be legally 
carried into effect, and thus this tremendous crime was likely to 
descend to the level of a simple misdemeanor, punishable only 
by a short imprison meut or a small fine. 
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in short, the British peasant is his own master and a free- 
man. The West India idave is a mere chattel. He is reduced 

f/t f]»« r'ntiflifrinn ^'-I'f hpnsf. nf hiirflc>n. I-Ip, mnv hp hniKrljt 

sold, divorced from his wife, separated from his children, worketl 
hard, flogged, tortured, branded with red hot iron, asd, under 
particular circumstaiices^ even murdered, according to the arbi- 
trary determination of his fellow men. And now I may appeal 
to the whole of this meeting, whether it be not indeed true, that 
the proposition to which I have beea alluding is ^' monstrous, 
and that it implies a total insensibility to the native feelings and 
moral dignity of man r" 

In conclusion I beg leave to say, that on every occasion, whe- 
ther public or private, it is my desire, however inadequately f»l ' 
filled, to act on the principles of a Christian. You must allow 
me, therefore, to say a few words on the notion which has been 
very much circulated of late, that slavery, as it exists in our co- 
lonics, is not inconsistent with those principles. I say that ife 
is utterly at variance with the dictates of Christianity, that one 
man should be regarded as the mere chattel of another j utterly 
at variance with those dictates, that we should compel our fellow 
creatures to labour for us, and give them no wages for that labour; 
that we should inflict upon them the cruel punishment of the 
whip at our own discretion 5 that we should degrade, expose, 
and torture even the female sex 5 that we should subject whole 
families to writs of F'endUioni exponas^ by which the nearest 
ties of affection may be forcibly torn asunder ; and finally, that 
we sliould allow of a system under which persons, who, like 
o^irselves, possess im.mortal souls, are regarded and treated like 
the beasts that perish. Assuredly, all these particulars are in 
absolute contradiction to that golden rule which has been so 
appositely quoted by our Chairman-—*^ Do unto others as ye 
would have others do unto you." Even under the Jewish law, 
and before the introdisction of Christianity, how often were the 
prophets engaged in proclaiming liberty to the captive ! Is 
this the fast that I have ^chosen, saith the Lord, a day for a 
man to afflict his soul ? Is it that he bow down his head as a 
bulrush, and spread sackcloth and ashes under him r Will ye 
call this a fast and an acceptable day unto the Lord ? Is not 
this the fast that I have chosen : to loose the bands of wicked- 
ness 5 to undo the heavy burdens 5 to let the oppressed go 
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^-ree ; and to break every yoke." While therefore 1 would eii- 
iiourage every disposition to moderation and eharity, while i con 
sincerely declare;, that no persons connected witli the present 
question appears to me to be so much the objects for deep commi- 
seration as thae oppressors themselves, I cannot but remember^, 
that in grounding our proceedings on the noble principles of 
the British Constitution, and on the celestial sanctions of Chris- 
tianity itself^ we are standing on a rock which cannot be shaken 5 
\ must therefore implore our benevolent and energetic Chair- 
man^, I must implore our worthy Member for the county, (now 
present) \ must implore you all, whatsoever stations you may 
occupy, never to relax your efforts in this holy cause, but to go 
forward with a step at once measured and determined-— at once 
gentle and resolute, until that happy day shall arrive when 
every individual within the whole circuit of the British domi 
nions shall be able to liift up his head with thankfulness and 
joy, and say— -Behold I am free ! 



RESOLUTIONS. 

jFiVs/,— That this Meeting feels the highest satisfaction in considerin;? the following Re- 
solutions, on the subject of Negro Slavery, passed hy the House of Commons in the last 
Session of Parliament :— 

1. That it is expedient to adopt effectual and decisive measures for ameliorating the con- 
dition of the Slave Population In his Majesty's Colonies. 

2. Tfoit through a determined and persevering, but judicious and temperate enforcement 
of such measures, this House looks forward to a p^o^ressive improvement in the character 
of the Slave Population, such as may prepare them for a participation in those civil rights 
and privileees, tvhich are enjoyed by other classes of his Majesty's subjects. 

a. That this House is anxious for the accomplishment of this purpose at the earliest pe- 
riod tliat may be compatible with the well being of the Slaves, the safety of the Colonies, 
and with a foir and equitable consideration of all parties concerned therein. 

4. That these Resolutions be laid before his Majesty. 

^VcoHrf.— That this Meetinsi considers it an additional cause of satisfaction, that the in- 
stitution and arrangement o^ the measures necessary for effecting the ereat objects which 
are expressed in the Resolutions of the House of Commons, should have been undertaken 
by the Executive Administration of the country. 

7V<trrf.— That on account of the difficulties which hinder the attainment of these objects 
it appears to this Meeting necessary, that the people should express their continued interest 
in them; and by their Petitions to Pari iameat endeavour to strengthen the hands of Co- 
verament in the prosecution of this good work. 

Fowr///.— That a Petition be therefore presented without delay from the inhabitants of 
this city to the House of Commons, that they would carry into effect, in such a measure as 
they may deem most wise and salutary, and as speedily as under tiiese circumstances is pos 
sible, their late Resolutions on the subject of Colonial Slavery; and that the Members of 
the City be requested to present it. 

iTi/Z/j.—That a subscription be now entered into iu order to defray the expenses attendant 
ou this measure. 

67r///.— That these Resolutions be pvintedj &c. 
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